Guidelines on the

Grant-in-aid Scheme for ‘Inter-
Sectoral Convergence & Coordination
for Promotion and Guidance on Health

Research’
During the 15" Finance Commission
Period
(2021-22 to 2025-26)

As on 02.09.2021

Government of India
Ministry of Health &Family Welfare
Department of Health Research




Grant-in-Aid Scheme for ‘Inter-Sectoral Convergence & Coordination
for Promotion and Guidance on Health Research’ During the 15%
Finance Commission Period (2021-22 to 2025-26)

INTRODUCTION

The vision of the DHR is to bring modern health technology to the people through
innovations related to diagnostic, treatment methods and vaccines for prevention; to
translate them into products and processes and, in synergy with concerned organizations,
introduce these innovations into public health service.

Government has approved the ‘Grant-in-aid Scheme for Inter-Sectoral Convergence
& Coordination for Promotion and Guidance on Health Research’ during the 12t
Plan period, in order to strengthen research effort in which the partnership of different
government agencies, NGOs and Industry is required. Under this Scheme, the Department
of Health Research (Ministry of Health & Family Welfare) will provide support in the
form of grant-in-aid to for carrying out research studies to identify the existing knowledge
gap and to translate the existing health leads into deliverable products. There will be
special focus on encouraging innovation, their translation and implementation by
collaboration and cooperation with other agencies by laying special stress on
implementation research so that there is a better utilization of available knowledge.
Proposals in fundamental/ strategic research; development and evaluation of a tool, and
operational research will be considered for financial support.

Budgetary outlay of the Scheme during 15" Finance Commission Period (2021-22 to
2025-26) is given at Annexure-I.

OBJECTIVES

To support and encourage focused and deliverable research for estimation of disease
burden/ development of new technologies/process, diagnostics, to address health research
issues for affordable healthcare in the country.

To support studies on the issues pertaining to technology access particularly in the context
of Gender & Child health care and under privileged.

Translation of leads into products & processes for adoption in public health systems.
Development of collaborative health research projects involving different Science
&Technology departments/organizations.

To evaluate the existing processes/ products/ technologies for their comparative cost
effectiveness to save public expenditure.




. WHO CAN APPLY?

Govt. Medical Institutions / Colleges / Universities

Private Institution/ NGO (Registered with the Department of Scientific and
Industrial Research (DSIR), Govt. of India)/ recognized by DHR as a health
research institute

Individual Scientists in regular employment in the Universities, medical
colleges, postgraduate institutions, recognized research and development
laboratories and NGOs.

Professional bodies and scientific societies and associations

IV. Priority focus areas of the Grant-in-aid Scheme for ‘Inter-Sectoral Convergence &
Coordination for Promotion and Guidance on Health Research’

(i) Cardio Vascular Diseases; (ii) Cancer;(iii) Mental Health; (iv) Environmental Health; (v)
Stroke & Neurological Disorders (vi) Geriatrics; (vii) Diabetes; (viii) Nutritional Disorders;
(ix) Metabolic Disorders; (x) Congenital Malformations and Genetics; (xi) Kidney and liver
disorders (xii) Vector Borne Diseases, like JE, Malaria, Dengue, etc.(xiii) HIV/AIDS; (xiv)
Tuberculosis/ Leprosy/ Other Mycobacterial diseases; (xiv) Leishmaniasis/ Kalazar/ Zoonoses/
Neglected infectious diseases etc.(xvi) Reproductive and Child Health; (xvi) Low child sex
ratio; (xvii) Gender and Health, (xviii) Health Services, Health Care Delivery, Health system
research, Health Economics, Health Policy, and Evidence-based Medicine & Policy, (Xix)
Innovation in Health Technologies, (xx) GIS based disease mapping/ surveillance and Health
Informatics, (xxi) Biomedical imaging and processing, (xxii) Clinical trials for newer drugs,
vaccine, devices, kits and tools etc., (xxiii) Disease modelling, (xxiv) Studies on emerging
pathogens and one health research and (xxv) Under-five morbidity pattern and any and other
area of national priority.

PROJECTS ELIGIBLE FOR FUNDING:
Research studies with emphasis on public health:
Research studies on disease burden, risk factors, diagnosis & treatment, etc. of

major diseases. Studies will be limited to Non-communicable diseases only.
Duration of each Study: Maximum duration of 3 years.

Cost range:

Category A: Individual PI driven projects- Rs.50.0 lakh - Rs.3.0 crore each.

Category B: Multi-centric/Network projects Rs.50 lakh - Rs.10 crore each.

Translational Research Projects:

Projects to translate the already identified leads into products and processes in the
area of human healthcare, through coordination among the agencies involved in
basic, clinical and operational research for use in the public health system. This will
comprise leads already available with ICMR, leads from Extramural projects funded
by ICMR and leads from other Science & Technology Departments/ Organisations/
Institutes etc.

Duration of each project: 1-4 years.

Cost range: Rs.3-10 crores.




(3) Inter-sectoral co-ordination including funding of Joint Projects:
To promote joint/ collaborative research projects with other agencies involved

in bio-medical/ health research in the country for optimum use of resources and
transfer of knowledge.

Duration: 2-3 years per project.

Cost range: Rs. 50 lakh-10 crores

IMPLEMENTING AGENCY:

The scheme will be implemented through the ICMR and the DHR will exercise the overall managerial
control. Funds would be released to the concerned institutes/organizations annually through ICMR.

PROJECT MANAGEMENT

Provision has been made in the scheme for setting up of Project Implementation & Management Units
(PIMUs) at ICMR and DHR to be manned by contractual staff only for the duration of the project
period.

MONITORING MECHANISM

A 4-tier system of screening of proposals by the Screening Committee, evaluation of proposals by the
Evaluation Committee, approval of proposals by the Approval Committee and Monitoring & Evaluation
of project outcomes under the scheme by the Committee constituted for this purpose, will be followed
for implementation of the Scheme.

The system of monitoring and periodic evaluation of the projects will be undertaken after appropriate
peer review/ Project Review Committees with support from ICMR which will provide technical
support.

TERMS & CONDITIONS OF FUNDING OF RESEARCH STUDIES/ PROJECTS

IX. PROCEDURE FOR RECEIPT AND SANCTIONING OF PROPOSALS:

Proposals received in response to specific advertisement as also open ended applications will be
evaluated by an Expert Committee constituted by the Secretary, DHR consisting of eminent scientists
and subject specialists to assess the merit of the proposal.

The funds will be released to the Head of the institute/organization and will be kept in a separate bank
account. The funds will be released annually. The first year grant will be sanctioned along with the
approval letter. It would include the entire grant for purchase of equipment, and recurring grant for one
year.

The grant for 2" year and subsequent year would be released based on the submission of the Utilization
Certificate (UC), along with the item-wise statement of expenditure, for at least 70% of the previously
released grant, duly certified by the designated Account Officer of the Host Institute and the Principle
Investigator.

Steps to procure the approved equipment should be initiated immediately (to avoid escalation
of cost) following the prescribed norms of the host institution.

4|Page




Equipment procured through the DHR grant should bear a label "DHR funded”. On completion
of the study a list of all equipments procured from the project funds along with their cost, date
of purchase, and suggestions for disposal should be sent to the DHR for decision.

Wherever applicable, an appropriate MOU with the institute/NGO/Applicant will be signed to
ensure that the interest of the DHR and public interest is protected.

Once a project is approved for funding, DHR/ICMR would inform the Principal Investigator
(P1) the decision that the project has been technically approved for funding and communicate
the budget including the details of the staff, equipment(s), contingencies, travel etc.

The P1 would inform the DHR/ICMR about the following:

a. His/ Her acceptance of the budget and other terms and conditions.

b. For all equipment approved in the project, the PI is required to give a certificate from the
Head of the Institute to the effect that equipment is not available/accessible/cannot be spared
for this project work.

c. The name of the statutory auditor of the Medical College/Institute.

d. An undertaking that the staff engaged for the project would be the responsibility of the host
Institution and would have no claim to a permanent employment with the DHR/ICMR. They
are not to be treated as employees of the DHR/ICMR as they will be engaged only on contract
basis. They would be subject to administrative control and other rules & regulations as
applicable to them, of the Institute where the project is based.

The budget for each project will be available under the following heads:

Staff (Manpower)

Equipment

Consumables

Travel

Contingencies/Miscellaneous

X.DATE OF START

The sanction letter would specify the date of start. It can only be a prospective date. If however, no
date is mentioned in the sanction letter, the project would deemed to have become operative on the
day the grant is received by the Investigator. This date would have to be communicated by the host
Institute to the DHR/ICMR It will in no case be later than one month after the receipt of the draft by
the Institute. The date of start of a project can be changed on the request of the Pl provided no
expenditure has been incurred from the grant released by the Council.

XI. STAFF COMPONENT FOR THE PROJECTS

i. The following categories of staff would be eligible to be engaged in the projects under the scheme
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on fixed consolidated remuneration and contractual basis:
i. Research Scientists
ii. Research Associates
iii. Sr. Research Fellows
iv. Jr. Research Fellows
v. Technical and Field Staff

ii. The rates of remuneration for the aforesaid staff would be reckoned with reference to the rates
as applicable at the ICMR/DST for project staff.

iii. Staff would be engaged initially for a period of one year and extendable till the duration of the
project. The staff engaged in the project will not have any claim, whatsoever, for continuation of
services in DHR/ICMR after completion/termination of the project.

iv. Only those candidates can be engaged as Junior Research Fellows who have cleared the ICMR-
PGI,UGC-CSIR, DBT National Eligibility Test, or equivalent .

v. The progress of JRF and SRF working on a project will be assessed every year by a committee
consisting of PI, Head of Department (where Pl is HOD, the next senior of Department/Dean will
be a member) and an external member whois an expert in the relevant field - not less than an
Associate Professor/Professor.

X11. UP-GRADATION/DOWN-GRADATION OF APPROVED STAFF

No alteration in the staff approved can be made by the institute/research Organisation without the
permission of DHR/ICMR.

X1 UTILIZATION OF TRAVEL GRANT

The grant can be utilized for travel within the country by the PI, co- investigator or of Research
staff working on the scheme:

a. Attending seminars/symposia/conferences within the country
provided the Pl himself or the project staff is presenting a research
paper (based on the project work) which has been accepted. Copy of
the acceptance letter should be sent to the ICMR.

Taking up field work/travel connected with the research work (TA/DA
would be as per the entitlement) including procurement of chemicals,
equipments etc.

Visiting the DHR/ICMR office for meetings related to the project

Attending a training course related to the project, mainly for project
staff

The travel grant cannot be used for foreign travel or any other
expenses for visits abroad

XIV. UTILIZATION OF CONTINGENT GRANT
I. This is meant for recurring as well as non-recurring expenditure. The contingent grant can
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be utilized for purposes like, but not limited to:

a.

Acquisition of books and documents of relevance to the research topic in case
these are not available in the library, these would become the property of the
Institution library and after purchase and accession may be issued to the
Department/ Scientist till they are needed.

Charges for specialized investigations for which facilities do not exist in the
host institute

Publication charges/ reprints/ off-prints of research papers published as an
outcome of the research

Data entry charges
Printing of questionnaire
Computer utilities, charges for analysis of data (computer charges)

. Typing of research reports including preparation of the final report

POL
Communication charges

The grant cannot be used for purchase of furniture items/office equipments
such as telephone, fax machine, computers etc.

For contingency grant exceeding Rs. 25,000/- per annum detailed breakup should be given.

XV. EQUIPMENT

i.  Provision for equipment(s) for conduct of the study shall be provided based on the
recommendations/approval of the project by the approval by the appropriate Expert
Committees. This would vary on the nature, scope and need of the project.

All equipments should be purchased according to th GFR and procedures of
the Institutions where the project is to be carried out

Equipment procured through the grant should bear a label "DHR/MOHFW
funded”

On completion of the study a list of all equipments procured from the project
funds along with their cost, date of purchase, and suggestions for disposal
should be sent to the Department.

Equipments costing less than Rs 20,000 are generally allowed to be retained
by the Institute, while for those costing more than Rs 20,000 the Department
would take decision on case to case basis.

All expendable and non-expendable articles acquired for work of the project should be
purchased in accordance with the procedure in vogue in the host institutions. For
permanent and semi-permanent assets acquired solely or mainly out of the grant, a
separate record in the form of register in prescribed Performa (Asset Register) shall be
maintained by the Institute. The term "assets" means moveable property where the value
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exceeds Rs. 1,000/-. Separate assets registers for items costing more than Rs. 20,000/-
and less than Rs. 20,000/- may be maintained.

XVI. OVERHEAD EXPENSES
Overhead expenses, if any, may be met from miscellaneous expenses as per ICMR norms.
XVII. RE-APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS

Expenditure should on no account exceed the budget sanctioned for the project. Expenditure
incurred over and above the sanctioned amounts against one or more, sub-heads of expenditure such
as pay & allowances, contingencies etc shall not be met without the approval of the DHR, by re-
appropriation of savings under remaining sub-heads (except under sub-head ‘equipment’) by re-
appropriation of money during the financial year, provided it is within over all sanctioned ceiling of
the year. No expenditure shall be incurred on items not sanctioned under the scheme. Savings should
also not be re-appropriated for meeting or incurring expenditure on staff that has not been sanctioned
by the Department.

The approval of re-appropriation upto an amount of Rs. 20 lakhs can be given by the Head of the
division (JS).

XVIII. EXTENSION OF THE PROJECT

Extension beyond the approved duration would not be entertained. If interesting/important leads
emerge that need to be followed-up, a separate proposal may be submitted. Only in exceptional
cases, where a valid justification exists, and recommended by the Technical Evaluation Committee
and Project Approval Committee an extension can be considered to complete the project.

The extension without additional budget upto 6 months can be approved by the head of the division
(JS).

XIX. Change of Principal Investigator (PI)
= Pls are encouraged to have a co-investigator in the project.

= |f for any reason the PI leaves the project, an eligible co-investigator could be
considered as the PI subject to recommendation of the PI, the Head of the
Institution, and the approval of DHR Such a request should be sent well in
advance.

In case the Pl is shifting to any other Institution, the co-investigator could be
made the new PI, or the project could be transferred to the new Institution with
the mutual agreement of both Institutions and the approval of the DHR

The host Institution has an important role to play in the above contract. The
Institute/Principal Investigator will have to inform the DHR of any changes, and
in consultation with DHR take steps to ensure successful completion of the
project before relieving the Principal Investigator.




XX. NUMBER OF PROJECTS WITH THE PI

Under normal conditions, a Pl should not be implementing more than one research project
approved by the DHR and three research projects in total at a given point in time. While submitting
an application for a research project, the Pl should give in detail all the research projects
(completed, on-going) sanctioned by DHR and other funding agencies also. Fresh research
proposals can be considered only when the on-going research proposals are about to conclude.

XXI. PROGRESS REPORT

a) Quarterly Report: The Host Institute would be required to submit quarterly progress report
with in 1 week of completion of each quarter. The Host Institute would also be required
to submit an annual progress report and also give audited statement of expenditure by the
Auditor of the research Organization/Institute etc before completion of one year . The first
progress report should be submitted at least three months prior to the completion of the
annual report so as to enable the evaluation and provide the grants within the completion
of one year from the starting date. The subsequent annual report will be for the period of
one year.

The financial and physical progress of the project would be evaluated by the DHR with
technical support from ICMR.

The progress report and expenditure statement in respect of the project shall be reviewed
at the time of release of subsequent grants.

The Principal Investigator (PI) may be asked to present the progress at the meeting of the
Committee, if considered necessary. The consolidated report of the work done to be
provided to Department for evaluation and monitoring of progress and statement of
expenditure.

The suggestion and views of the Committee and mid-course correction, if any, would be
conveyed to the P1 from time to time for effective conduct of the project. This would be
binding on the PI.

XXI11. FINAL PROJECT COMPLETION REPORT (PCR)

a) At the completion of the project, the final report should be sent in the prescribed format.

b) The report should be submitted not later than three months from the date of completion of
the project.

¢) The report should be submitted not later than three months from the date of completion of
the project. 10% grant would be withheld for release after receipt of the final report.

d) The review of any other new project sent by the same applicant for financial support from

the Department would depend upon the previous track record in terms of compliance of
submission of requisite statement of Accounts and annual / final reports in time.
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e) Ten copies of final report have to be submitted by the applicant along with the final audited
statement of Accounts.

f) Action taken on Project Completion Report (PCR) - The final report is reviewed by the
PRC. If the report is found satisfactory, an abstract on the work done is published in the
ICMR Bulletin. System of keeping PCR: A few copies are retained by the DHR and soft
copies would be retained for eventual uploading on the DHR website.

XXII. AUDIT

The department would normally accept audited report from auditors as applicable to the concerned
institution. Statement of accounts audited by Chartered Accountants approved by or registered
with the CAG and /or Ministry of Health & Family Welfare would also be accepted. The necessary
registration number should be provided for record.

XXIV. ANNUAL UTILIZATION CERTIFICATE

a. The release of grants-in-aid and the terms and conditions thereof including
submission of utilization certificates shall be subject to the provisions GFRs.

Each year a simple statement of accounts giving the funds received and expenditure
incurred by 31st March needs to be submitted for release of the funds for the next
year duly signed by the Accounts Officer of the Institute.

Unspent balance would be adjusted in the next year grants / release.

. An audited statement would be essential for release of the next annual grant from
second year onwards.

Interest earned on the funds received to the host institute should mandatorily be
remitted to the Consolidated Funds of India (CFI) as per provision of GFR-2017.

XXV. FINAL SETTLEMENT OF THE ACCOUNTS

The final settlement of the Accounts will be done only after the receipt of the following:
a. Final audited statement of expenditure

b. Final utilization certificate

C. List of equipments procured from the project along with their cost, date of
purchase, and suggestions for disposal

The grant paid by the DHR shall be refunded by the institution as and when the investigator
discontinues a scheme midway or does not follow the detailed technical programme as laid down

and approved by the DHR. All raw data (in all forms) should be made available/accessible to DHR if
needed.
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XXVI. PUBLICATION OF RESULTS/PRESENTATION OF PAPERS:

The research papers and publications based on the results of the research project should
acknowledge assistance by the DHR. Copies/reprints of pape rs published should be sent along with
the progress/final report.

XXVII. INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS

All new intellectual property viz., patents, designs etc. generated as part of the research supported
by the DHR under the Scheme would belong to the department and other partners as per the Indian
Council of Medical Research IPR policy, till any new policy is formulated by Department of Health
Research.

XXVIII. CONFLICT OF INTEREST

In order to maintain the objectivity in the conduct and reporting of research, it is imperative that the
investigators should not have any financial or other interests that undermine scientific integrity
while recording and reporting their data. Any research or other links of the investigators with
industry are discouraged as such a link would compromise or likely to compromise unbiased
reporting of research data. In addition, such a financial conflict of interest could lead to loss of public
faith on the credibility of data being reported, especially in the light of recent reports of financial
conflict of interest of investigators in drug and other clinical trials. All investigators, desirous of
DHR support should declare financial conflict of interest, if any, before submitting the project for
support. They should also ensure that during the conduct of the project, they would also observe the
same code of conduct. If the Department comes to know of any unethical conduct on the part of
investigator including improper/incomplete declaration, the project is liable to be terminated
immediately.
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Annexure-|

Budgetary outlay of the Grant-in-aid Scheme for Inter-Sectoral Convergence & Coordination for Promotion and
Guidance on Health Research’ for the period of 2021-22 to 2025-26

Ongoing Projects:

(@)

Particulars

2021-22

2022-23

2023-24

2024-25

Total

(Rs. In crores)

research projects

Committed Liabilities for ongoing

10.0

3.5

3.0

0

16.50

(b) New Projects:

Category

Physical (No. of New Projects)

Budget Range

Duration

2021-22

2022-23

2023-24

2024-25

2025-26

with
on

Research
emphasis
public health

Cat-A - Rs.0.50 cr. to Rs.
3.00 cr (90-95% projects)
1-3 years @ Rs. 30 lakh
per project for first year
and Rs. 20 lakh each for
2nd and 3rd year

15

15

15

20

20

Cat-B - Rs.0.50 cr. to Rs.
10.00 cr (5-10%) 1-3years
@ Rs. 5.0 crores per
project for first year and
Rs. 1 Cr each for 2nd and
3rd year

Translational
Research
projects

Rs.3.0 cr.to Rs. 10.00 cr 1-
4 years @ Rs. 1.5 Cr per
project for first year and
Rs. 0.75 Cr each for 2nd
and 3rd year

Inter-sectoral co-
ordination
including
funding of Joint
Projects

Rs.0.5 cr. to Rs. 10.00 cr 2-
3 years @ 1 Cr per project
for first year and Rs. 0.5 Cr
for 2nd and 3rd year

Total for scheme components

Total Financial (Rs in Crores)




(c) Administrative Expenditure:

Items 2021-22 | 2022-23 | 2023-24 2024-25 | 2025-26 Total
(Rupees in Crores)

Administrative Cost 0.76 0.78 0.81 0.79 0.82 3.96

(d) Total proposed cost of the scheme:

Rs. in crores
Particulars 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 | 2025-26 Total
Research Projects 12.0 17.25 22.0 23.5 29.5 104.25
New
Research Projects 10.0 35 3.0 0 0 16.50
Ongoing
Administrative Cost 0.76 3.96
Total 22.76 124.71




Annexure-I1

Contractual Staff to be engaged for Project Management & Implementation Unit

Name of the Post
Existing

No. of Posts
sanctioned
(All contractual)

Salary

Financial
implications
per annum

A. PMIU at DHR

Project Manager

1

Rs.80,000- 90,000/-

10,80,000

Scientist ‘C’
Medical/Non- Medical

1

67,000/-+ HRA

9,96,000

Finance Manager

60,000/- p.m

7,20,000

Data Entry
Operators

Rs.20,000/- p.m.

4.80,000

Group ’D’/Multi- Task
Staff

Rs.18,000/-p.m.

2,16,000

B. PMIU at ICMR:

Scientist ‘C’
Medical/Non-
Medical

1

67,000/-+ HRA

9,96,000

Administrative
Officer

40,000/-

4,80,000

Data Entry
Operator

Rs.20,000/- p.m.

2,40,000

Group *D’/Multi- Task
Staff

Rs.18,000/-p.m.

2,16,000

Total

49,44,000

49,50,000

Note:

a. Annual increase will be 5% every two years.
b. DEO/MTS salary will be subject to minimum payable under the Minimum Wages Act.
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